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Those Who are Invited and Those Who are Chosen

(Matt. 22:1-13)

After saying the parable of two sons and the wicked tenants
of vineyard, Jesus, in the text, by mentioning the parable of the
wedding banquet, points out the mistake of Jewish leaders. A king
prepares a wedding banquet and invites people. Nevertheless,
most people who are invited do not even listen to it and they do
not accept his invitation on the pretext of being busy. However,
the king says, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those who
are invited did not deserve to come. Go and shout to the street
corners, and invite to the banquet to anyone you find.”

The king in the text refers to God the Father, the wedding
banquet refers to his son Jesus, and the bride who invites church
people refers to Israelites.

1. The relation between the familial Israel and spiritual Israel in
salvation work
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“But if their transgression means riches
for the world and for their loss means riches
for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will
their fullness bring!” (Rome 11:12)

Even though the Israelites are chosen, and
they deserve to continue the work of salvation,
they did not obey God’s will, refused Jesus
Christ, and despised him. Finally, they crucified
Jesus Christ on the cross. Therefore, the
salvation became fully needed to give Gentiles.

Nevertheless, God did not completely give
up. The Apostle Paul saw that the Gentiles
were saved by God and said that the time
when the Israelites would confess would really
come to them (Rome 11:11, 14).

2. As the Gentiles, we who have been
saved have to be careful

When he came to notice a guest who came
without wearing wedding clothes, the king
told his attendants that they should tie him
hand and foot and throw him outside (v.14).
The wedding clothes that guest should wear,
means Jesus Christ. That is right. We who are
saved must wear the clothes of Jesus' grace,
the precious blood, and the righteousness.

The fact that we wear Jesus clothes means
that we should throw out the old life and

should be a new person, live our life as the light and salt of the world, and
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live an abundant and fruitful life.

My beloved Christians,

saved.

Though we are the gentiles, thanks to God’s grace, it is we who are
invited to Jesus” wedding banquet. But to be invited does not mean to be

All of us who wear Jesus Christ’s clothes, become the light and salt of
the world, and are invited by our good and right behavior. By being invited,
[ sincerely pray that you will be God’s blessed people enjoying the joy of

salvation as much as you please in the name of Jesus Christ.
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